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II .—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a).— Police, 


1, Acorrespondent of the Samay, of the 23rd September, has the follow- 
ing :— 

A large number of the eople of Jamalpur in 
the district of Monghyr ete sed complained to 
Mr. Rendel, Chairman of the Local Municipality, of the oppressive conduct of a 
new batch of Police officers, the District Magistrate was communicated with on 
the subject, and the District Superintendent of Police was sent to enquire into 
the matter on the 10th September last. The enquiry was held at the local 
Municipal office in the presence of Mr. Rendel, some Municipal Commissioners, 
and certain other respectable people. A large number of men voluntarily came 
forward to give evidence against the police officers. The following may be here 
noticed :— 


1. Ganari, a Hindustani, said:—Sital, a jamadar, and Sant Singh, a 
constable, took me for nothing to the Nayagan outpost, beat me, 
sent me up under a false charge. The case against me was, how- 
ever, dismissed. I then brought a case against the constable 
and the jamadar, but‘as the latter prevented my witnesses, by 
means of threats, from giving evidence against them, the case 
was dismissed. 

2. Sitaram, a Marwari, said:—Since Mr. Robertson, Sub-Inspector, 
came here, the people in the bazar have been kept in a state of 
terror and anxiety. One afternoon he came to my house 
accompanied by three or four constables, and said: ‘‘ An asami, 
Chiranjib by name, is hiding in your house. Give him up, or 
I will enter forcibly into your inner apartments,” He went away 
after much entreaty and expostulation. 

3. Matilal Gupta, Beharilal De, and Hari Mati Sen said:—On the 
occasion of a marriage there was music in the house of Mati 
Babu, whereupon Ram Golam Singh, Narayan Singh, and two 
or three constables asked Mati Babu to give each of them a 
bribe of Rs. 6 or 7, consenting in return to hush up a serious 
case which they said had been instituted against him in con- 
nection with the music. 

4. Rakhal Chakravarti said:—Mr. Robertson has taken Rs. 150, 
Rs. 125, and Rs. 50 from Beharilal Banerji, Jamunadas Mar- 
wari, and Beharilal Ganguli, respectively, and sent up their cases 
in the C form. 

). Beharilal Banerji said :—Mr. Robertson got up a false case against 
me, sent me to hajat, and took Rs. 150 from me. I paid the 
ener through sheer fear of life—for fear of being beaten while 
in hajat. 

6. Beharilal ‘De said:—I raised Rs. 140 by pawning the ornaments of 
Beharilal Banerji’s wife, and Rs. 10 by loan from Rakhal 
Babu, and gave the sum to Mr. Robertson,.and thus procured 
the release of Behari Babu. 

7. Beharilal Ganguli said:—Mr. Robertson threatened to get up a false 
case against me, and to take the evidence of the female members 
of my family, and thus forced me to give him Rs. 50. I paid 
the money in order to save the honour of the female members of 
my family. 

8. Nuibaran Fs any Ghosh said:—I have no connection whatever with 
the police. Mr. Robertson took Rs. 50 from Behari Babu in 


Police oppression at J amalpur in 
the district of Monghyr. 


my presence. 

9. Manji Mandal, a zamindar, said:—The Police falsely accused my son 
of having stolen jams (black berries) and asked for a bribe from 
me. Mr. Robertson called at mine two or three days in con- 
nection with the matter. 

10. Mahadeb said:—I have supplied all necessary articles of consump- 
tion to Mr, Robertson for the last two or three months. Here 


SAMAY, 
Sept. 23rd, 1892. 
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are the receipts (makes over the receipts to the District Super. 
intendent of Police). But called on to pay for the Po0ds 
Mr. Robertson sets on his dog against me and abuses me, | 
am afraid to suc him. 

11. Priya Gopal Basu said:—A few days ago, Birna, a notorions badinas) 
of the Dome caste, called on me, and said that Mr Robertgoy, 
had told him to throw stolen property into my house. I took 
the Dome to Durlabha Babu. Kalibhusan Babu, Nilmadha), 
Babu, and a few other gentlemen were also present when the 
Dome was brought before Durlabha Babu. 

12. Babu Durlabha Chandra Mazumdar, Honorary Magistrate anq 
Municipal Commissioner, said:—Birna Dome said in my 
presence what Mr. Robertson had asked him to do. I told him 
to make that statement before the Inspector. I have been ip 
Jamalpur for the last 24 or 25 years, but I never heard of gy 
much police oppression as is now being perpetrated. 

13. Radhe, a Gowala by caste, said :—My son and my nephew quarrelled 
with each other, thereupon the jamadar of the Nayagan outpost 
took me to the outpost and forcibly took Rs. 10 from me. 


(b).— Working of the Courts. 


BAHACHAR, Mr Phillips’ return to Mymen- 2. The Sahachar, of the 21st September, has 

Sept. 21st, 1892, Singh. the following :— 

Many pcople are troubling their heads as to why Mr. Phillips has been sent 
back to Mymensingh. But it requires no great intelligence to see why this has 
been the case. This time public opinion has been set at nought, with the object 
of showing contempt for the press. But acts done in defiance of public opinion 
bring about deplorable results. 

SuLann Dani, 3. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 22nd September, is at a loss to see why the 

Sept, 2nd, 1892, Lieutenant-Governor has permitted Mr. Phillips of 

_ Mr. Phillips’ return to Mymen- Mvymensingh notoriety to return to that district after 

singh. “GG. : : 

the expiration of his leave, and after the sensation 

and scandal created by him in the country. This action of His Honour 1s 
erfectly unintelligible. It is said that the Lieutenant-Governor punished 
{r. Windsor, the late Sub-divisional Officer of Serampore, for his unjustifiable 
conduct in the case against the servants of Dr. Trailokya Nath Mitra, because 
Trailokya Babu had the good sense not to make any newspaper agitation 
regarding that case, and that His Honour is unwilling to inflict any punishment 
on Mr. Phillips because the Mymensingh case has been warmly discussed in the 
oe This has really surprised the public. His anes does not 
evidently look on newspapers with favour. But why keep up a. newspaper press, 
when it can be done away with by a single stroke of the pen? The Lieutenant- 
Governor can easily revive Lord Lytton’s Vernacular Press Act. But has His 
Honour done a | by sending Mr. Phillips back to Mymensingh, by way of 
reply to the newspaper agitation? It is not possible to bring about good 
fecling when good feeling is once destroyed. When there is no longer any 
good feeling between Mr. Phillips and the people of Mymensingh, it will now 
be impossible for him to properly perform his judicial work in that district. 
This action of His Honour is only an outcome of his zid, though it is hard 
to believe that a wise ruler like the present Lieutenant-Governor would allow 
his zid to get the better of his judgment. His Honour alone can say whether 

Mr. Phillips’ return to Mymensingh is due to zid or policy ? 

DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 4. The Daintk-o-Samachar genet ag 4 of 5 = September, ror to ” 
Saget - etition made aja Suryyakanta Acharyya— 
ee ae res sae i the prabeosety Msc Ce for the indig: 

; nities and harassments to which he has been sub- 
jected by Mr. Phillips, and remarks that His Honour will lay himself open 
blame if he does not inflict some punishment upon that officer. 


(d).— Education. 
K sstrone Nivast, 5. The Kasipur Nivast, of the 15th September, is sorry to learn that the 
a teachers of the Barisal Zilla School do not get thelt 
e S ila School. ; re . f : 
___ salaries punctually. This irregularity in the whey 
ment of their salary is likely to have a prejudicial effect on the school. hen 
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the school was under Government management the teachers did their duties well, 
and they deserve better treatment at the hand of the District Board, to whom 
the school has been made over. Government has not done well by making 
over the school to the Board. 

g. The Hitavadi, of the 22nd September, has the following :— 

The students of the Presidency Ecllege will act 
The ——_— and Julius Cesar. Sir Charles and Lady Elliott are 
the student class. helping and encouraging them very much in this 
matter. It seems that the Lieutenant-Governor is favourably disposed to the 
students, He invites them to Belvedere, gives them cakes and sachuris to eat, 
oes on river trips with them, treats them to poetical recitations, asks them to 
act dramas, and mixes with them. The writer can understand all this, and 
approves of it without entering into the question whether it is good or bad. 
But he cannot at all understand why being such a well-wisher of the student 
class, His Honour is trying to reduce their number by abolishing the zilla 
schools. ‘To tell the truth, the writer fails to see much consistency in the acts 
of the present roving Lieutenant-Governor, who changes his colours so often. 

7. The Pratikar, of the 23rd September, objects to the granting of a 
stipend which is intended exclusively for Nadia 
Pandits to Pandit Rajanikanta Vidyaratna, an out- 
sider. Though Nadia has now lost its former glory, 
it is not still so wanting in men of learning that a Pandit must be imported into 
it from another place in order to enjoy a Government stipend. 

8. A writer in the Sudhakar, of the 23rd September, says that the 
charges brought against Maulavi Muhammad Sad- 
dik, m.a., Superintendent of the Dacca Madrassa, 
by a correspondent of this paper, in the issue for 
the 16th September last (R. N. P. for week ending 24th September, paragraph 
20), have been found on enquiry to be entirely unfounded. The Maulavi 
always discharges his duty with alacrity and uprightness. 

9, A correspondent writing from Krishnagar in the Sanjivant, of the 
24th September, says that recently a students’ 
sporting match was got up, at which some prizes 
were to be given away to the successful competi- 
tors. An executive committee was formed, with Mr. Billing, Principal of the 
Krishnagar College, as Secretary, who was also to act as Umpire. ‘he match 
was appointed to take place on a Saturday. Most of the officers and gentry of 
the town were haaleal: to witness the match. The arrangements for the recep- 
tion of the guests were, however, very unsatisfactory, so much so that even 
when Mr. K G, Gupta, Magistrate of the District, came, no one stirred, and he 
had to help himself toa seat. And the sight of arespectable pleader of the Judge’s 
Court crossing the field, in order to go from one side of it to the other, so enrag- 
ed Mr. Billing, that he ordered him to be turned out. It was represented to 
Mr. Billing that the gentleman in question was a very respectable man, but he 
replied: ‘I don’t care even the Viceroy here.” As for Mr. Billing’s impartiality 
as Umpire, it will be enough to say that in a football match in which a Hindu 
student and a Christian student came off best, he declared the prize in favour 
of the latter, though a majority of the spectators pressed him to measure the 
distances, as the Hindu student’s ball appeared to them to have gone a little 
ahead of that of the Christian student. On his refusing to reconsider his de- 
cision by making an actual measurement of the distances, the students measured 
the distances themselves, and found the Hindu student’s ball ahead of the 
other by about eight fingers. Mr. Billing was thereupon again urged to 
reconsider the matter, but rudely refused todo. In consequence of this most 
of the Hindu students left the field, and did not join in the afternoon's sport. 
And Mr. Gupta with many of the spectators also left the field dissatisfied. 

On Monday, when the College assembled, Mr. Billing sent for some of the 
students, and asked them why they had abruptly left the field, and did not 
jom in the evening’s sport. The students almost unanimously replied that 
they were dissatisfied with his decision 9s Umpire, and had therefore left the 
field. Then Mr. Billing sent for some students of the B. A. class, which was 
then receiving a lecture, and kept them standing in the office room for one 
hour. On their wanting to sit, he told them to remain standing, because he suid 


Pandit Rajanikanta Vidyarat- 
na’s stipend. 


The Superintendent cf the Dacca 
Madrassa, 


Mr. Billing, Principal of the 
Krishnagar College. 


HITAVADI, 


Sept. 22nd, 1892. 


PRATIKAR, 


Sept. 23rd, 1892. 


SUDHAKAR, 


Sept. 23rd, 1892. 


SANJIVANI, 
Sept. 24th, 1802, 
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DACCA GAZETTE, 
Sept. 26th, 1892. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
Sept. 20th, 1892. 


SANJIVANI, 
Sept, 24th, Lsvu. 


[wes 


he was taking their evidence, and one of them having, while under examinat; 
put his band into his pocket and touched with his hand the back of es 
was rebuked by Mr. Billing and threatened with afine of five rupees, Anothe, 
student on being questioned about the reason of his leaving the field, said 
that he had acted according to the dictate of his conscience, whereupon 4M; 
Billing said that “his conscience ought to be educated.” 
10. The Dacea Gazette, of the 26th September, 1s obliged to say that the 
Sub-Committee of the Rajchandra Hostel, Dacca 
The Dacca Rejchandra Hostel. = thas not been able to maintain its independence, [| 
has on many instances acted as a puppet in the hands of the Superintendent 
Binod Babu. It has, so far as it has found possible, supported the all-powerfy] 
Superintendent and accepted his words as gospel truth. 
The writer would ask the members of the Sub-Committee to answer the 

following questions :— 


(1) On how many days of the occasions when they visited the hostel did 
they accept Binod Babu’s hospitality ? 

(2) Did not some of them hold private consultations with Binod Baby 
at their own houses ? 

(3) Did not some of them go with Binod Babu to Pratap Babu’s house at 
a late hour of the night on Monday, the 19th instant ? 

(4 Before going to Protap Babu’s house that night, did not Binod Babu 
address them as follows: “Will you then disgrace me s0 
much?” And was not the taking of evidence suddenly stopped 
after that ? 

(5) Were not private consultations held with Binod Babu at the hostel 
after sending away the students? 

(6) Are they not Binod Babu’s friends, and do they not take care to 
please him by frequent invitations to dinner ? 

(7) Seeing the agitation against the hostel management in the press, 


have not some of them done certain things from prudential 
considerations ? 7: 


It is not yet time to bring the whole secret to light. That will be done 
in due time. 

Instead of examining only 22 boarders, the Sub-Committee should have 
briefly examined the entire body of boarders. The writer has on his own 
account examined 25 boarders on the subject, and all of them have spoken 
against the Superintendent’s management. Half the number of boarders are 
dissatisfied with the management of the hostel. 

The second teacher of the Dacca Collegiate School, Baikuntha Babu, has 
disclosed many secrets. He is said to have admitted before the Sub-Con- 
mittee that his report had been submitted in deference to Binod Babu’s wishes. 
This should show how great is Binod Babu’s influence. The writer too is in 


possession of secrets in connection with the report which it would be premature 
now to disclose. 


(e).—Lecal Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


11. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 20th September, says that the Munsif of 
Raniganj has given his decision against the Ranigan] 
Municipality in the temple case. The income of 


oe the Municipality is not more than Rs. 10,000 a year, 
and yet the Commissioners have spent nearly Rs. 2,000 in the case only to 


maintain their zid. The municipality will become insolvent if it engages in 
another litigation like this. One is at a loss to see how the Commissioners dare 
to spend public money in this way. Will not the Lieutenant-Governor institute 
an enquiry into the matter? The rate-payers of the Municipality ought not to 
remain indifferent, and should make a united protest against the action of the 
Commissioners in this matter. The Munsif’s a has given satisfaction to 
every Hindu in the district. 
12. The Sanjivani, of the 24th September, says that Babu Harakishore 
The Vice-Chairmanship of the Gupta, Vice-Chairman of the Silchar Committee, in 
Silchar Committee, Assam. ssam, has managed to keep the office for five or six 
years continuously through the support of his 


The Raniganj Municipality in 
the temple case. 
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friends among the Commissioners, though his education does not exceed the 
Entrance Standard of the Calcutta University, and_ his official position is no 
petter than that of a clerk. Of late the rate-payers of Silchar have become very 
much dissatisfied with him, as he has filled almost all the paid offices under the 
Committee with his own protegés and given scant attention to the sanitation of 
the town with the exception of the portions in which he is personally interested. 
He has, for instance, constructed drains at the public expense around his own 
lands, though other parts of the town are in greater need of drains. The drain 
and road in the Shillong patti have not undergone repairs for a long time. 
During Major Maxwell’s Incumbency as Deputy Commissioner, a scheme was 
projected for the necessary repairs, and materials were brought over to the place, 
but as soon as that officer was transferred to Manipur, all those materials were 
removed, and the idea of repairs was given up. For these reasons, the Vice- 
Chairman alienated from himself some of his friends even among the Commis- 
sioners, and there was, therefore, opposition to his re-election at the last election 
of a Vice-Chairman. SBut his re-election was strongly supported by the Chair- 
man, who finding his proposal not approved by the majority of the Commis- 
sioners, who were for electing Babu Kamini Kumar Chandra, M.A., B.L., 
adjourned the meeting of the Committee sine die Some of the Commissioners 
headed by Babu Kamini Kumar have submitted to the Chief Commissioner a 
protest against this illegal conduct of the Chairman, and a representation to the 
Chief Commissioner is also being got up by the rate-payers. Meanwhile, the 
report of what is designated a “public miecting,” but which was nothing but a 
meeting of five or six friends and followers of Babu Harakishore, and of some 


shop-kcepers and peasants, who are tenants of Babu Harakishore or his friends, 
is being circulated. 


13. The Dacca Prakash, of the 25th Septem- 


Election of members for the 


ens Cat Mane ber, refers to the recent election of members for the 
Dacca Local Boards, and remarks as follows :— 


At the recent election of members for the Dacca Local Boards, the number 


of voters who attended the polls from various places having fallen short of the 
percentage of attendance required by the law, those places have lost the 
elective right. This smallness of attendance was due to the candidates for 
memberships not knowing the date on which they were a tc to send in 
their names to the Magistrate. As regards the voters, they have, up to this 
time, derived very little benefit from Local Self-Government; they do not, 
therefore, care to send in the names of the candidates for memberships. And 
as regards the panchayets appointed by the police, most of them are so devoid 
of sense of duty, that they do not properly circulate the notices containing 
the date on or before which the names of candidates for election should be 
scnt in. Thus, it often happens that the names of really eligible candidates do 
not reach the Magistrate in time, and the voters do not turn out in sufficient 
humbers to elect indifferent men. This accounts for the smallness of atten- 
dance at the polls on the occasion of the last election of members for the 
Dacca Local Boards. It is hoped that Government will give back the elective 
right to the places which have lost it, and thus save the institution of Local 
Self-Government, which is the best movement of English liberality. The Mus- 
sulman members, who have been nominated by Government as members of these 
oards, are more or less incompetent men. Ninety-eight per cent. of them did 
absolutely no work in their capacity of members of the Local Boards, and more 
than once lost their seats on account of non-attendance at the Boards’ meetings. 
by re-appointing these men as members of the Local Boards, Government 
is simply throwing obstacles in the way of self-vovernment in this district. 
Some of the heads of sub-divisions are so won over by invitations to dinner, 
“¢., from certain people living near their head-quarters that they send up to 
overnment for approval the names only of the men who are liked by these 
people. These men cannot vote independently on the Boards, because they 
ure 1 manner pledged to support the party through whose influence they 
become members. Local Boards constitute in this way can do no good to the 
public, and serve only individual interests. Heads of sub-divisions should act 
With greater caution in this respect. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Sept. 25th, 1892. 
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Dacca PRAKASH, 
Sept. 25th, 1892, 


PRAKRITI, 
Sept, 28th ’ 1892, 


HITAVADI, 
Sept. 22nd, 1892. 


Munshiganj Local Board, Dacca 
District. 


bar, who has been Vice-Chairman of the Local Board for the last six years, was a 
candidate for membership this year. Rajkumar Babu’s name was in the ligt 
of candidates which was published a week before the election, and the De 
Magistrate did not question his eligibility for membership. 
of the election, after Rajkumar Babu’s name had been proposed and seconde 
the Deputy Magistrate asked if any one —— to his election. Thereynoy, 
a Brahmo pleader stated on oath that Raj 

Rs. 1,000. This statement was challenged, and Rajkumar Babu wanted to 
prove, by reference to his account books and by the evidence of 200 witne 
that his income was more than Rs. 1,000. But the Deputy Magistrate refyseg 
to take his evidence, and declared him unfit to be a member of the Board! 
Another gentleman, Chandra Kumar Babu, has been, in the same way, deprived 
of the right of being elected a member. 
Magistrate greatly dissatisfied nearly 800 voters who came to vote for these two 
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14, The same paper says that Sris Babu, Deputy Magistrate of Munshiosy; 

ay acted with great high-handedness at the last cle” 
tion of members for the Munshiganj Local Board 
Babu Rajkumar Nag, a pleader of the Munshigan; 


Election of members for the 


ut 
On the ries 


. n 
umar Babu’s income was less Po 


S8€8, 


These two acts of the Deputy 


gentlemen. 


15. <A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 28th September, says that, asthe 
jungle on the two sides of the Russa road, which is 
now within the jurisdiction of the Calcutta Munici- 
3 pality, has not been cleared, the flow of water 
in the roadside drains is obstructed and the bad smell emitted by the stagnant 
water proves injurious to the health of the locality. Kalighat now forms part 
of the Calcutta Municipality, and being a celebrated place of pilgrimage is 
visited by large numbers of people. But the conservancy arrangements of the 
place are not as thoy should be. A large number of scavenger and night-soil 
carts from villages near Kalighat travel to Jorabagan along the Russa road, 
thereby causing serious nuisance to the people of Kalighat. ‘I'he authorities 
should make some other arrangements for removing the filth of the villages, 


tonservancy arrangements in 
Kalighat. 


(h).— General. 


16. The Hitavadi, of the 22nd September, says that Government has at 
last given a reply to the Indian Association’s letter 
on the subject of its Resolution on the Public 
Service Commission’s Report. The reply is very 
long, and is supported by various arguments. Supposing that these arguments 
are unanswerable, does it not come to this, that the recommendations of the 
Commission, for which the poor famine-stricken people of India, bending under 
the weight of taxation, have spent lakhs of rupees, have gone for nothing? 
Admitted that the Indian Association made a mistake in counting the number 
of appointments, admitted that it is necessary to train young civilians at 
India’s cost, admitted that it is necessary to keep a reserve of nearly 200 men 
in order to meet vacancies caused by leave, furlough, illness, &c., and admitted 
that this number ought to be deducted from the number of appointments, but 
what becomes of the number of high appointments which the Public Service 
Commission recommended only for the natives? Why is it that the Commis- 
sion’s recommendation, that a third of the judgeships should be reserved for 
the natives, has been set aside, and a fifth only of those appointments has been 
reserved for them? Government says, in reply, that the natives have not yet 
shown full fitness for administering criminal justice. But which of the two 
opinions is correct, the opinion which the Commission expressed after taking 
the evidence of a host of witnesses for a whole year, or the opinion which 8 
Government Secretary has expressed? Lord Dufferin’s words and the 
Comunission headed by Sir Charles Aitchison raised large expectations 10 the 
public mind, but such is the perverseness of the people’s fate, that that those 
expectations have fallen to the ground. It now seems that Lord Lyttons 
Statutory Service, to set aside which the Commission was appointed, would have 
been preferable to the present arrangement. In this, as in: everything else, the 
people of India have only to thank their stars! 


The Public Service Commission 
tesolution. 
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17, The Sudhakar, of the 23rd September, says that the Manager of — sopmaxar, 
anger eer Messrs. Watson and Company of the indigo concern Sept. 23rd, 1892. 

Oper dnapore district. in the Midnapore district has been committin 

hes such oppression on the raiyats of the Boeri pe | 

Silda parganas, that the public prints have begun to talk about it. The press, 

and the Amrita Bazar Patrika in particular, ought to agitate the matter. No 

Judge, Magistrate, J oint-Magistrate, or District Superintendent of Police 

comes to Midnapore but at once sides with tlie Company, and in any suit 

between the raiyats and the servants of the Company, the latter, however 

guilty, are sure to come off best. And it is not often that an upright Magis- 

trate comes to the district, espouses the cause of the raiyats, and tries to check 

the oppression which is committed upon them. If Mr. Dutt had been allowed 

to remain some time longer in charge of the district, he would have done much 

to stop the oppression. As it is, these poor people can only look to God and 

the Government to protect them from the oppressor’s hand. 

18. The Sanjivant, of the 24th September, says that the Bombay Govern- SANJIVANI, 
ment has ordered locks made by Messrs. Das and _ Sept. 24th, 1892. 
Company of Calcutta to be used in its offices, the 
Superintendent of Government Stationery in Bombay having reported these 
locks to be in no way inferior to, whilst they are cheaper than, Chubb’s locks. 

The Bombay Government has thus proposed to come all the way to Calcutta 
for its locks, but the Bengal Government, it seems, must have its locks from 
England. Is this proper on the part of the Bengal Government? 


Locks in Government offices. 


ILI.—LEGIsLATIVE. 


19. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 20th September, has the following on Bourpwan Sansivasi, 
the new Municipal Bill :— Sept. 20th, 189%. 
The Bill provides for the appointment of an assessor in every municipality. 


Government has come to think that since the inaugu- 
ration of the elective system, Municipal Com- 
missioners have been under-assessing the municipal rates with the object of 
pleasing the rate-payers, and it therefore proposes to appiont an officer for the 
exclusive purpose of assessing the municipal taxes. The assessor will draw his 
salary from the municipality, but his appointment and dismissal will rest with- 
Government. He will thus be practically independent of the Commissioners, and 
assess taxes at his pleasure. It is true the law will allow appeals against his 
assessments, but as fear of the authoritics will prevent the Commissioners 
_ interfering with his decisions, the assessor will be practically indepen- 
ent. 

The people rejoiced at the introduction of Local Self-Government into 
this country, because they thought that it would have the effect of lightening 
their burden of taxation. They thought that as Commissioners would be 
selected from among themselves, they would not assess taxes unjustly. And 
this expectation was fulfilled in the case of the Burdwan municipality. 
Before the introduction of the elective system in Burdwan, municipal taxation 
pressed heavily on the people, and houses and goods were sold in realisation of 
the municipal rates, and applications for reduction of taxation went unheeded, 
but since the introduction of the elective system the hardships of the people on 
the score of taxation have greatly disappeared. And it is this which has led to 
the insertion of the obnoxious provision in the new Municipal Bill. Government 
is not for any reduction of the taxes, its idea being that with the increase of 
taxation people’s happiness will increase. Taxcs are imposed on this principle 
in England, and it is proposed to import this principle into this country. But 
the circumstances of the two countries are wholly different, and it would be 
wrong to adopt the principle here. The writer therefore cannot approve of this 
provision in the Municipal Bill. It is true Government does not take the 
procecds of the Municipalities, which are spent solely for their own benefit. It 
must, nevertheless, be admitted that the people cannot often appreciate acts 
which Government considers beneficial to them. And even when they do 
appreciate, they have not the means to pay for such acts. peop here are 
extremely poor, and cannot afford to have the luxuries which the people of 
England enjoy. It isa pity Government does not understand this, and 1s 
therefore continually increasing taxes. 


The new Municipal Bill. 
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Tho appointment of an assessor is objectionable on other grounds, Gg a 
men, that is to say, men who will be above the temptation of taking bribes 
cannot be had for the assessorship on less than Rs. 100 or 150 per month, 
and the salaries of the assessors would also have to be increased from time to 
time. They will also require something like an establishment of assistants 
chaprasis, &c. Thus every assessor and his establishment will cost from, 
Rs. 1,500 to Rs. 2,500 a year. But where is the necessity of incurring {}j, 
extra expenditure? No one will be abie to prove that people in the mufagga] 
Municipalities are under-taxed. 

If, on the other hand, the assessor happens to be a corrupt officer, the 
happiness of the people will know no bounds. The objectionable provision 
should therefore be omitted from the Bill. All mufassal municipalities ought 
to protest against it. 


20. The Mitavadi, of the 22nd September, refers to a Englishman news. 
: 4 te paper’s article on the probable constitution of the 
cic era st iehene ctecaraas Bengal Council under the new India Councils Act, 


and remarks as follows: — 


Is there any truth in the Englishman's statements on the subject, or are 
those statements mere feelers thrown out with the object of ascertaining the 
public mind on the subject? As the Englishman is, in a sense, an organ of the 
Government, and often knows Government’s secrets, there may be truth in what 
it says onthe subject. If there be truth in its statements, then it must be 
admitted that the new Council will leave the Lieutenant-Governor free to do 
what be likes. When the India Councils Act was discussed in Parliament, 
Mr. Curzon, Under Secretary of State for India, said that provision should be 
made in the new law for an adequate representation of the people of India in 
the Indian Legislative Councils. Butit now seems that seven men will represent 
the entire population of Bengal inthe Legislative Council of the Province, and 13 
members will be Sahebs. Half the members will be Government officials, and 
the official members and three more members will be Sahebs! Did the people 
of India ask for representation like this? This arrangement will satisfy no one. 
For the convenience of the mufassal sahebs, they will have one man to represent 
them in the Council. Now the expression mufassal sahibs means _tea-planters, 
indigo- planters, &c.—men, that 1s, who only want facilitiesfor making money and 
cominitting oppression with impunity on the natives of the country. And these 
men will have a representative in the Council, whilst the people who are the 
victims of their oppression will have none! ‘The people are poor and dumb, and 
let them remain so! 


True or not, the JZnglishman’s statements have given rise to grave 
apprehensions in the public mind. When the late Tory Government 
introduced the India Councils Bill into Parliament, there was strong agitation 
both here and in England against the measure, and that agitation was silenced 
only by the promise which the authorities gave of giving effect to the elective 
system in the reconstruction of the Legislative Councils. And is this the out- 
come of that promise? The new Council will leave matters exactly where they 
are now. What can seven natives doagainst 13 sahebs? It is no wonder that the 
reconstitution of the Legislative Council should end in this way in the hands of 
Lord Lansdowne and Sir Charles Elliott, If this had happened during the rule of 
the Conservatives, the people would have had no alternative but to submit to 1t m 
silence. But now that the Liberals are in power, they ought to get up an exten- 
sive agitation against it. | : 

21. Referring to the Bengal Council scheme published in the Englishman, 

The Bongal Council Scheme. the , Sudhakar, of the 23rd September, considers it 
advisable that more than ten European members, 

official or non-official, should not be taken into the Council. The European 
members of the Indian Legislative Councils care very little for what really 
conduces to the well-being of the children of the soil, and the European element 
should not therefore be allowed to predominate in the Council if Government 
wishes it to look after the interests of the native population, And then, the 
non-official or native members should be so chosen that they may not be mere 
blind supporters of Government, or the newly-constituted council will do the 
country more harm than good. And lastly, if Government wishes to avoid the 
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odiam of being partial to any particular section of the native population, it 
should give half the non-official seats to Hindus and half to Muhammadans. 

99, The Sanjivani, of the 24th September, declares itself dissatisfied, for 
the following reasons, with the proposed scheme for 


the reconstitution of the Bengal Council under the 
the new Indian Councils Act:— 


(1). Under the scheme, as given in the Englishman newspaper, there 
will be a great preponderance of the European element in the 
Council, the number of European members being not less than 
thirteen. Considering the very small proportion which the 
European trading and mercantile community bears to the 
entire population of the province, it would be unfair to allow 
that community two representatives in the Council. 

The planter community is a very insignificant one, and yet it is 

proposed to give it the privilege of returning one member. 
. There can be no objection to the zamindari interest being granted 


one representative, but reo tg enough the scheme does not 
contemplate a similar privilege for the raiyats. 


As the passing of the Bengal Municipal Bill will have the effect 
of putting official Chairmen at the head of most of the big 
mufassal municipalities whom it is proposed to give a 
representative, the member representing the mufassal munici- 
palities will, in all likelihood, be an official, and official 
influence in the Council will thus be still further increased. 
The exclusion of the smaller municipalities from the privilege 
of returning members will also be very unjust. 

The District Boards which have District Magistrates for their 
Chairmen are also very likely to return an official member, and 
the Calcutta University, too, will in all probability return a 
European member. The writer will not therefore acquiesce in 
the scheme, unless sufficient. guarantee is given that these bodies 
will return non-official native members. : 


(6). The scheme has been framed without consultation with the public, 
whose advice ought to have been taken ina matter of such 
grave importance. | 


The Bengal Council Scheme. 


The writer fails to see what special advantage the people will derive from 
the proposed reconstitution of the Council. The proportion of official to non- 
official members in the Council will remain very much the same as at present. 
Government should, therefore, provide for the election of a larger number of 
non-official members in the interest of the native population of the country, 
for it is time for it to cease taking exclusive care of the interests of the 
European residents in the country. The interests of the entire European 
eon a | of the province will be sufficiently protected by a single repre- 
sentative. 


V.—PRoOsPECTs OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


23. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 20th Septem- 
ber, has the following :— 


__ Reports of distress are being heard from various places. According to the 
lidnapore correspondent of the Statesman newspaper, some Sonthals have 
saved their lives by looting a shop. The Sub-divisional Officer of Jamtara has 
written to a newspaper saying that a Sonthal youth was s0 weakened by 
starvation that when roe in a field he fell down dead. In a village in the 
Hooghly district, the wife of an agriculturist, unable to see the distress of her 
starving children, committed suicide, her husband following her example. It 
is said that the orphans they have left are being taken care of by Government. 
The Cattle-pound Inspector of the Burdwan District Board has personally 
witnessed the distress of the people of Benapur and other villages near Kulin- 
gram. The villagers told him that they could not procure paddy even for 
money. Bhutnath Babu, a pleader of the Burdwan bar, also: bears personal 


The cut-look. 
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SANJIVANI, 
Sept. 24th, 1892, 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
sept. 25th, 1892, 


every third day and only a very few can get two meals a day. 


So 


testimony to the distress of a respectable family. Such is the state of th, 
country. The authorities are, however, indifferent in the matter. It is said that 
an official statement has been published declaring that there is no fear of faming 
this year. Rice is selling at 10 seers per rupee, and yet the autuorities say there 
will be no famine this year! Considering the condition of the winter paddy 
famine is likely to break out in the month of Pous. Government should be up 
and doing, taking timely measures to avert the impending danger. 
24. A correspondent of the Sanjivani, of the 24th September, writing from 
Mymensingh, says that scarcity in the Netrokona 

Sub-division has become severer since a report 
trict. of it was last published in this paper (R. N, p. 
for week ending 17th September, paragraph 57). The Sub-Inspector of 
Police in charge of the Barhatta outpost submitted a report on the subject to the 
Sub-divisional Officer, who brought the matter to the notice of the Officiating 
Magistrate, Mr. Palit; but no relief has yet been granted by Government. 4A 
few months hence, the condition of other parts of the sub-division may improve, 
as the prospect of the amun crop is not bad, but the condition of the Barhatta 
outpost, and particularly of the eastern part of it, will become worse and worse, 
because the amun crop in this part has been completely destroyed. There are 
no navigable rivers in these parts, nor, thanks to the District and Local Boards, 
are there any good roads for cart traffic, and corn cannot therefore be imported 
from other parts of the district. It is true subscriptions are being raised 
locally by the Sub-divisional Officer, but the amount which can be so collected 
will be quite inadequte to meet the distress. It is absolutely necessary that the 
District and Local Boards which have so long collected the road cess, but done 
nothing in the way of constructing roads, &c., should now take up useful relief 
works. The half-finished road from Amtala to Samaj may, for instance, be 
extended to the Temchana ghat, and the earth-work on both sides of the newly- 
constructed track from the Mohanganj Bazar to Palgram may be completed, 


Distress in the Netrokona Sub- 
division of the Mymensingh dis- 


_ The condition of the villages within the jurisdiction of the Kendua thana is 


also deplorable. 


25. <A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash, of the 25th September, has 
; the following on distress in the Nawabganj sub- 
Phe se: in the Nawabganj sub- division of the Dacca district :— 
ivision of the Dacca district. ‘ . — 

The distress is greatest among Risis, Jolas and 
respectable men reduced to poverty. Most people are living on one meal a day, or 
A large number 
are suffering from dysentery and dropsy caused by taking insufficient food, or 
food which is unfit for human consumption. Some are committing suicide from 
sheer want. If this is not famine, one does not know what is, and this is the 
proper time for Government to help the people, The late Hari Krishna Poddar, 
of Kalakopa, used to distribute rice, pulses, &c, among Brahmins and poor people 
in times of distress, but with his death his charity has disappeared. A case of 
suicide has occurred under the following circumstances : Madan Mal, a boy of 
13 or 14, and son of one Kala Chand Mal of Mamudpur, has deposed to the 
following effect at the Nawabganj thand : ‘‘ My father was 45 years of age. For the 
last five or six days of his lifehe had been unable to procure food for his family, 
which consisted of five or six members. On the 29th Bhadra last, my mother 
told him to bring rice for the children. He said that he was unable to do so, as 
no one would give hima loan of rice, and that the shopkeeper would not only not 
give him any, but if he went out of his house would demand of him the price of 
the rice he had already supplied. Thereupon I said, if you cannot support us, it 18 
all the same to us whether you live or die. This made him angry, and he slapped 
me. Mother then went out to procure rice, and found on her return that father 
had committed suicide by hanging : 
_ A village-to-village enquiry will show that hundreds of families are suffer- 
ing terribly from distress. ow long can poor people buy rice at 10 or ll 
seers per rupee? The writer has made diligent search, but failed to procure 
even one seer of bore rice. The aus crop has not grown, while the amun has 
suffered much from drought and excessive rainfall. And if there be high winds 
after this, the little paddy there is in the fields will be destroyed. God alone 


knows how the people will fare. Government ought to institute an enquuy 
into the subject. 
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VI.—MIscELLANEOUs. 


96. The Sahachar of the 21st September has the following on the 
__,  Surryyakanta Meeting in Mymensingh:— 

The Surryyakanta Meeting in The Government and the people are now work- 
Mymensingh. _, ing away at cross purposes. The people are asking 
for an extension of their rights and rivileges, whi st the Government by way of 
reply is drawing the reins of the administration tighter every day: whenever 
the people complain against an official, the authorities encourage and promote 
him. In no other country would an oficial like Mr. Nichols retain his post 
and get an increase of salary in thebargain. It is for this reason that the writer 
says With reluctance that it would have been better if no meeting had been held in 
Mymensingh to express sympathy with the Raja. The meeting has had the 
effect of endangering the Raja. ‘The officials will never mend themselves, and 
the names of the promoters of the meeting will be noted down in their black- 
hook, and the only effect of the meeting will be to increase their hatred against 
the Raja. No one has more respect for the Raja than the writer, who has been 
deeply pained to see how the Raja has been treated. But the writer must 
nevertheless say that the Raja did not do well by delaying the construction of 
the drain, though the delay did not amount to an offence. And considering 
how trifling the case for the prosecution was, the holding of a meeting to express 
sympathy with the Raja was carrying things a little too far. Indeed, the 
meeting will do more harm than good to the Raja. The times are bad, 
andthe people should not give their enemies any handle for attacking or 
abusing them. 

27. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 25th September, says that 
considering that the introduction of a gold currency 
in India will be injurious to the country, the rejec- 
tion by the Secretary of State of the recommenda- 
tions of Mr. Mackay is a thing to rejoice over rather than otherwise. But it 
would be a matter of regret if the Secretary of State should be prevailed upon 
by the Anglo-Indian officers to make them any special concession in view of the 
loss they are suffering on account of the fallen rupee. No Indian but must be 
sorry to see poor India burdened for he benefit of the Anglo-Indians. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengali Translator, 


The Secretary of State on the 
Currency question. 


Bencat! TRANSLATOR’s OFFICE, 
The 1st October 1892. 
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